OCT. r20O5 1:34PM 



COWLINGS 



COWLINGS CANADA INC NO. 1903 P, 1 

GowlingLaneurHondereonLLP | Bamste« & Solicitors | Patent & Trade Ma* /^^^^ 

2005 



OCTO 



Facsimile 



Fleajft deliver itomcdiatdbr 



160 Elglf* Street 
Suite 2600 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Cenada K1P1C3 
Telephone (613) 23^1781 
Facsimile (613) 563-9869 

XIangLu 

Direct Dial (613) 755-6680 
Xlang.Lu@gow11nge.com 



To Examiner: WANG, Quan-Zhen 



(jrouD Art Unit: 2633 , ^ 


Firm 


United States Patent and Trademark Office Crty/country Alexandna, VA 




Fax 


X.S71-273^300 ^''"'''"^ 1-571-272-3114 




Date 


Tuesday October 4, 2005 




Re 


Nortel Nistworks Limited ,n ^if^ai 
United States Patent Application No. 09/972,989 Filed October 10, 2001 
Optical Wavelength Plan For MetropoUtan Photonic Network 

Dnr Reference : 08890943US 




Total Pages Sent (including cover memofandum) 3 CopyTrak # 3402 



Message 

RESPONSIVE TO THE COMMUNICATION DATED SEPTEMBER 7. 2005. PLEASE FIND 
ENCLOSED OUR RESPONSE TO IT OF TODAY'S DATE. 

PLEASE CONFIRM SAFE RECEIPT OF THE ENCLOSED BY RETURN FACSIMILE TO (613) 
563-9869. 



,f thare is a problam with t«nsn.Ission or all pages raceW^^^^^ 

l«transmi5slQn. This message la intended only for the ^JJ^"^^^ iS^^oimm^e b not the intended recipient, or the 
is privileged, confidenflal and exempt from disclosure ""«1^8pplteablelaM^ If dlsaemhation. distribuBon 



Montrcsil Ottawa 



Toronto Hamilton Waterloo 0^6^ Vancouver Moscow 



PAGE 113 ' RCVD AT 1014/2005 1 :3S:42 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (inin-ss):00-52 



.OCT. ^.'2005" 1 : 34PM COWLINGS CANADA INC RECEIVED NO. 1903 P. 2 

eENTRALFAX CENTER 

OCT 0 '1 

The Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Patent Application of: GRAVES. Alan F.; WATKINS, John H.; HOBBS, Chris 



Serial No. 
FHed 
For 
Date 



09/972.989 GfOUp Alt Unit : 2633 

October 10, 2001 Examiner : Wang.QuanZhen 

Optical Wavelength Plan For Metropolitan Photonic Network 
October 4, 2005 Docket No. : 08890943US 



The Honorable Commissioner of Patents end Trademarlts, 

washington. d.c. 

United States Of America 20231 

Regponse to Office Action 

Sir: 

In response to the Office AcUon dated September?, 2005 under35 U.S.C 121 . Appficant 
elects Group I (Claims 1 -1 8) with traverse. 
Applicant notes that 37 U.S.R. 1 .475 (b) states; 

(b) An international or a national stage application containing claims to different 
categories of invention will be considered to have unity of invention if the claims 
are drawn only to one of the following combinations of categories: 

t.-l 

(4> A process and an apparatus or means specifically designed for 
carrying out the said process: 

The Examinei's stated in the Office Action that a point-to-point optical network does not 
include any optical switch devices. 

Applicant respectfully disagrees. Applicant notes that a terminal of a point-tCHPOint 
network may have an 'grooming" function such as the edge node in Figure 1, and thus 
having the need for an optical switch. 

Withdrawal of the Examiner's objection under U.S.C 1 21 is respectfully requested. 
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